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for this MIL As great a majority of the Lords, amongst
whom all the Bishops, but four, were against It. The Court
and the rabble, as extremes often agree, were trimmers. I
would be glad to know men's thoughts of It in Ireland;
for myself, I am much at a loss, though I was mightily
urged by some great people to publish my opinion. I can-
not but think, if men's highest assurances are to be be-
lieved, that several, who were against this bill, do love the
Church, and do hate or despise Presbytery. I put it close
to my Lord Peterborough just as the bill was going up,
who assured me In the most solemn manner, that if he had
the least suspicion the rejecting this bill would hurt the
Church, or do kindness to the Dissenters, he would lose his
right hand rather than speak against it. The like profession
I had from the Bishop of Salisbury, my Lord Somers, and
some others; so that I know not what to think, and there-
fore shall think no more; and you will forgive my saying
so much on a matter, that all our heads have been so full
of, to a degree, that while It was on the anvil, nothing else
was the subject of conversation.1

I shall return in two months, In spite of my heart. I
have here the best friends In nature, only want that little
circumstance of favour and power; but nothing is so civil
as a cast courtier. Pray let the ladies know I had their
letter, and will answer It soon; and that I obeyed Mrs.
Johnson's commands, and waited on her mother, and other
friend. You may add, If you please, that they advise her
clearly to be governed by her friends there about the renew-
ing her lease, and she may have her mortgage taken up
here whenever she pleases, for the payment of her fine;
and that we have a project for putting out her money In a

1 The avowal of the authorship of "The Contests of the Nobles
and Commons In Athens and Rome" (" Prose Works," i, 228) had
gained for Swift the friendship of Peterborough, Burnet, and Somers.
During the debate in the Lords, Burnet made an important speech, in
which he urged the Impolicy of religious persecution as invariably
increasing the dissent it was designed to eradicate. The view taken
by Peterborough has the support of both Hallam and Stanhope
(u Hist, of Reign of Queen Anne," 3rd edition, p. 79), who think the
practice of occasional conformity was of advantage to the Church.
In the " Prose Worksyy Mr. Temple Scott has given a concise account
of Peterborough in vol. v, at p. 78; of Burnet in vol. iii, at p. 128; and
of Somers in vol. i, at p. 29, and has treated there as well as elsewhere
of their relations with Swift.g places of worship, had been rejected by the Lords.
